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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To shorten compression time and to execute continuous 
recording at a high speed by executing variable length data compression for 
picture data at every screen and controlling the compressing means of the 
last screen based on the picture data quantity of a series of plural screens. 
CONSTITUTION: When a release switch is turned on in a state where a 
mode change-over switch is set at a consecutive photographing mode, 
consecutive photographing is started and a first picture is encoded by a 
one-pass system. When the releasing switch is turned off, consecutive 
photographing is ended and consecutive photographing number is adopted 
as (n), assignment code quantity per one photographing is L, the code 
quantity of the first picture is LI, the code quantity of (n-1)-th picture is 
Ln-1 and the code quantity of the n-th picture is Ln. Then, compression 
encoding is executed by two-pass system so that Ln becomes code 
quantity obtained by subtracting the sum of code quantity from L1 to Ln-1 
from code quantity being nL which is the product of the consecutive 
photographing number and assignment code quantity per one photographing. 
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